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For Richard Allan Thomas’s first exhibition at Isza 
Gallery, the artist debuts a cross section of work 
showcasing multiple processes and techniques which 
have been core to his research driven practice. 
Richard's multi-pathed approach brings together a 
multidisciplinary language comprising sculpture, 
paintings, drawings, diagrams, conceptual prototypes 
and research based image transfer ‘maps’. Situated 
between ‘sculptor’, ‘painter’ and ‘researcher’ Richard is 
perhaps best described as ‘artist’.  

[ In, Though and From ] On Loss, Memory and Radical 
Futurisms charts a narrative arc of discovery starting 
with a series of readings. His ‘Research Machine’, a 
bricolage sculptural table enables incremental non-
academic meandering through projects speaking on 
new global imaginaries, chronopolitics and 
transtemporality. While reading the second chapter of 
T.J. Demos’s Radical Futurisms: Traditions of the 
Oppressed/Avengers of the Future and historical texts 
documenting the black experience in the prairies 
Richard develops works that cite his literary pathways 
and build context around his early memories and 
experiences growing up with his mother in northern 
Alberta during the 80’s and 90’s.  

The Death Mask Mould, gilded in 24 Karat gold acts as 
the centrepiece of the body of work memorializing 
Richard’s late mother Zorina Thomas (Maiden: Baldwin 
- b. 1951 - d. 2017). Developed from family album 
sourced imagery, the moulds internal form was 
generated from a depth from which to create a 
thermoplastic additive print to cast. The multistage 
process employed the generous labor of many artists,  
lifelong friends close to him, intended to forge new 
memories around her image and overwrite the 
experience of the viewing at his mothers wake.  In 
making a transtemporal artifact to honour her life, 
Richard presents a timeless family heirloom will last 
generations. 
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Richard Allan Thomas  
Transtemporal Cartography 01:  
Recruiting the Dead & De-reifying Victimhood  
2024

Ink and Guache annotated Gel and Xylene Image Transfers on Manila

121.9 x 121.9 x 0.6 cm / 48 x 48 x 0.25 in

125.7 x 125.7 x 3.81 cm / 49.5 x 49.5 x 1.5 in (framed)

CND 5,000.00
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Richard Allan Thomas  
Transtemporal Cartography 02:  
Chronopolitics / Colonization of Time 
2024

Ink and Guache annotated Gel and Xylene Image Transfers on Manila

121.9 x 121.9 x 0.6 cm / 48 x 48 x 0.25 in

125.7 x 125.7 x 3.81 cm / 49.5 x 49.5 x 1.5 in (framed)

CND 5,000.00
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Richard Allan Thomas  
If you really think about it life shouldn’t feel this strange  
2024

Gouache Landscape transpositions, 36 Japanese Ink Block washed Gel Image Transfers on Manila

121.9 x 121.9 x 0.6 cm / 48 x 48 x 0.25 in

125.7 x 125.7 x 3.81 cm / 49.5 x 49.5 x 1.5 in (framed)

CND 7,500.00
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Richard Allan Thomas  
We think we figured out why it was like that  
2024

Gouache Landscape transpositions, 36 Japanese Ink Block washed Gel Image Transfers on Manila

121.9 x 121.9 x 0.6 cm / 48 x 48 x 0.25 in

125.7 x 125.7 x 3.81 cm / 49.5 x 49.5 x 1.5 in (framed)

CND 7,500.00
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Richard Allan Thomas  
Research Machine  
2024

Gouache Landscape transpositions, Japanese Ink Block washed Gel Image Transfers on Manila

121.9 x 121.9 x 0.6 cm / 48 x 48 x 0.25 in

125.7 x 125.7 x 3.81 cm / 49.5 x 49.5 x 1.5 in (framed)

CND 7,500.00
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Richard Allan Thomas  
Death Mask of Zorina Thomas (Maiden name: Baldwin)

b.1951- d. 2017

2024


Death Mask Reference:

The Journal of the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland

Interior of the mould of Dean Swift’s Death Mask at Trinity in Dublin, Ireland 

1951 


 

RICHARD ALLAN THOMAS 



RICHARD ALLAN THOMAS 



Richard Allan Thomas  
Death Mask of Zorina Thomas (Maiden name: Baldwin)

b.1951- d. 2017

2024

Carbon Black Pigmented UltraCal 30 Cast from Thermoplastic Additive Print

Generative Depth Map from family album sourced imagery

Gilded in 23 Karat Gold

50.8 x 38.1 x 17.9 cm / 20 x 15 x 7 in

N/A
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THis exhibition is on view at

95 King St e

toronto 

Isza Gallery

RichardAllanthomas.com 


